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HAPPENINGS at the PALMS 

 

 

 
 

I don’t know about you; but this new “physical distancing” is forcing a lot of us 
to rethink how we do church.  We can say, “the church is not the building,” 
but actually not being able to gather for corporate worship can be unsettling.  
I know it is for me.  This new way of doing worship/church virtually is not 
something pastors were ever trained for; they didn’t offer a class in seminary 
“on what to do in case of a pandemic.”  So, this is new territory for all of us. 
I hope you have been able to tune for our virtual worship on youtube.  Each 
week we are evaluating what we have done and try to enhance the next 
service so that it is an even more worshipful experience.  If you have been 
unable to access the site, please let someone know and we’ll try to guide you 
through the process.  I know of at least one person’s mother was unable to 
get on; so, he held his phone up to the computer so that his mother could 
hear the service.  Feel free to share this link with the rest of your friends, 
family, and neighbors.  They too may need to hear the “Good News.” 
As I announced on this Sunday’s virtual service, we feel that it is important to 
stay connected, and to that end, you are invited to send in a picture of 
yourself of how you are living through this time of quarantine.  We would love 
to see your creative and unique ways of coping and thriving.  I know some 
people are gardening, doing an art journal of their feelings, meditation, 
prayers as they walk.  We will share these pictures during our worship time as 
a way of staying in touch with one another.  Indeed, we are still church and 
doing church as we serve our Lord by staying home and saving lives. 
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May we all trust God’s faithfulness, stay strong and connected through social 
media and we will come through this together even stronger. 
       In Christ’s peace, 
       Pastor Marge 
 
 
In light of what is going on with the Coronavirus, it is easy to turn in on ourselves and 
forget what is going on around the world.  And after reading the following report, I felt 
uplifted at all that we can accomplish together in the name of Christ and wanted to share 
this with you.  In the days ahead as we care for ourselves, our community, let us also 
continue to pray and support all of Christ’s ministry. 

 
In Honor of World Water Day-March 22 

Special Report: from Lutheran World Relief              (to learn more visit lwr.org) 
The Democratic Republic of the Congo is the most water-rich country in Africa. Yet two-
thirds of the people don't have access to clean water. As a result, millions of children and 
their families have no choice but to drink unsafe water, which puts them at risk for 
typhoid, malaria, cholera and other deadly diseases.  
But thanks to generous, faithful friends like you, Lutheran World Relief is reaching out to 
these families with solutions that are bringing clean, safe water to some of the most 
remote communities in the country. 
 
In total, with your support, together we have: 

 completed nearly 2,000 water infrastructure projects' 

 installed more than 500 rainwater collections tanks 

 built over 450 latrines 

 connected 12 solar-powered pumps 
 

 secured 150 hand-pump wells across the DRC 

 provided lifesaving clean water to people in over 300 villages 
 
Children in Haiti have clean water, thanks to you. 
The families are learning about healthy Hygiene practices. 
Children have hand washing stations, latrines and education on sanitation. 

 8,000 of the most vulnerable have sanitation knowledge. 

 600 water buckets for gathering clean water 

 30,000 water purification tablets 

 1,500 packets of rehydration salts to stay healthy 
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Families are given goats, hens and chicks, pigs and more to raise and 
provide food for the family all over our world. 
 
The Bahamas: long term relief from hurricane Dorian, essential supplies, 
basic health care services. Hope is now abundant thanks to you and 
Lutheran World Relief. 
 
Iraq: building wells, install water pumps, and water tanks for those who had 
to flee their homes because of Isis. These people now have seeds, fertilizer 
and greenhouses to jump start their crop growing. 
 
Zimbabwe: Cyclone Idai hit southern Africa hard. LWR is providing clean 
water to more than 6,000 schoolchildren. Also providing more than 400 
people with temporary housing while they rebuild their homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity News 

 

Greetings 

 

Hope all are staying safe and healthy. Just an update about Habitat for 

Humanity, Arlene talked with Pam the person in charge and told her they will 

be closed until April 6th, so until then everything is put on hold. We still will 

be having our Spaghetti luncheon sometime in the near future! 

Stay well. 

 

Blessings, 

Donna Barabba 
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 If we are released from the social distancing from COVID-19! 
For additional information please ask Pastor Marge. 

The Spiritual Formation Groups formed last fall will start up again the Sunday after Easter, April 

19
th

, following worship (grab your coffee and we’ll meet in the Chapel).  We will be using Foster & 

Smith’s Devotional Classics.  Our group has room for two more people to join in this adventure of living 

a spiritual life. 

To be spiritually healthy, we need a well-balanced spiritual life.  But how do we go about 

achieving this balanced life?   I believe that many people in our society are seeking (or see the need for) 

wholeness:  physically, mentally, as well as spiritually.  To seek spiritual balance, we will look to the five 

major areas of discipline found in the life of Christ (prayer, virtue, Spirit-empowered, compassion, and 

Word-centered). 

As Smith explains, ―we can dream about being a true follower, imagine ourselves being a 

committed disciple,‖ but how do we become active disciples?  What activities can we engage in that will 

help us grow closer to God?  What steps can we take?  These are the questions we will be answering in 

our time together. 

So how does this work?  We would gather in small groups (2-7 people) on a weekly basis to study, 

share our experiences from the previous week, and plan out our direction for the week ahead.  Our first 

session will be an introductory session.  You can come and learn about the five traditions of discipline 

listed above and then decide if you would like to continue, start another group on another day, or bow out 

gracefully. 

 

 

Plan to Experience Holy Week Online! 
 

Palm Sunday – April 5
th
 - Sunday begins with a Palm Procession.   

 

Maundy Thursday – April 9
th

 - The emphasis is on Jesus’ new commandment to ―love 

one another even as I have loved you,‖ a love sharply focused by the contrast of the 

betrayal which followed.  Jesus’ love is demonstrated both in his example of servanthood 

and in his gift of himself in Holy Communion.   
 

Good Friday – April 10
th
 - Tenebrae Service (Service of Darkness) This service is a 

continuation of last night’s worship, which begins and ends in silence.  Rather than 

―mourning‖ the dying of dead Jesus on Good Friday, the cross is acclaimed as the sign of 

the world’s redemption.  The procession of the cross and adoration of the crucified Christ 

become the primary symbolic action of this day.  We do not wait until Easter Sunday to 

see what will happen.  Already on Good Friday, the church celebrates the Lord’s death and 

resurrection as the central event of our salvation.   
 

Easter Day – April 12
th

 - Festival Service celebration the Resurrection of our Lord.  
 

He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed! 
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From your Church Council President: 
 

Today is Tuesday.  Or at least I think it is. So much has changed that it is hard 

to keep track. 

 

My day started when the alarm went off at 6 AM so that I could be at Publix 

for the Senior shopping hour of 7 to 8 AM.  When I arrived at 6:45 the parking 

lot was jammed and the line went back and forth and all around so it was 

difficult to find the end. Remember the sun isn’t up yet since it is Daylight 

Saving Time.  I wound up behind a friend I had not seen in a while.  We 

wanted to catch up but you have to be careful what you say when you must stay 

6 feet apart.  There was an employee at the door announcing that the store is 

open but we do NOT have any toilet paper.  Perhaps this is really a dream and I 

will wake up soon. 

 

I was able to share a gift I received from my daughter.  She would not come in 

the house but she put a bag on the step and blew a kiss.  Imagine my 

excitement when I found it was a box of vinyl gloves.  Not the blue kind 

because she did not want to take the medical ones away from those who need 

them.  They are food grade and should protect me from the grocery cart handle 

and the ATM screen.  Perhaps this is really a dream and I will wake up soon. 

 

Since this is Tuesday I should be working at the library.  I know I cannot 

because as a member of the Advisory Council I attended a meeting last week 

that approved a plan to close until further notice.  There are only 10 of us but 

we needed the Community Room because we had to sit on seats that were 

placed over blue painter’s tape on the floor.  They were carefully measured so 

that we were 6 feet away from anyone else. Perhaps this is really a dream and I 

will wake up soon. 

 

Unfortunately we all know this is not a dream but our strange and different life 

during the Coronavirus pandemic.  So much has changed but we know that we 

will make it through. 
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If you watch CBS you have seen the commercials where their stars say ―We are 

all in this together‖ and that is a very important message.  We, the people of  

 

LCOP, and in fact the entire world must remember that we are all in this 

together.  More importantly we know that our loving Lord is with us and will 

see us through it all. 

 

We can do some things to work our way through the strange times.  We are 

able to worship online thanks to Pastor Marge and Pastor Jim.   We must stay 

connected to our family, friends and to all of our congregation.  Make a phone 

call and check on someone in your neighborhood.  Call someone from church 

just to keep in touch.  Then get out your directory and call someone you don’t 

know. They will be glad to hear from another member and then when we get 

together again you will have a new friend.  While we know God is taking care 

of us He wants us to take care of each other.  

 

Your Council is still working and making decisions to be sure that LCOP will 

be in good condition when we may be together again.  We have made 

arrangements to continue paying the church and school staff during the entire 

time we are closed.  This was a unanimous decision because we all feel it is the 

right thing to do.  Please keep this in mind when we are meeting again and you 

consider your donations. 

 

We are all in this together and with God’s guidance we will be stronger. 

  

May God bless you all. 

Arlene 
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News from the LCOP Call Committee 

 

The Call Committee of LCOP is happy to share with you our most exciting 

news so far. We have received a list of candidates! This also means we are 

entering into our most confidential time frame.  

 

Due to what we all are experiencing as we navigate COVID-19, we have 

reached out to each candidate via email and will be scheduling interviews via 

the internet. As we try to work within our limits with the virus now closing 

churches, meetings, and travel, we are doing our best to keep the process 

moving. Once we are able to watch them preach in person, we can make our 

final decision. At that time, we will deliver our choice to the church council for 

them to decide on  final approval. 

 

Please realize this will take a little longer as we want to be sure to follow 

guidelines in keeping everyone involved safe. We will share what we can as we 

move through the process. If you don't hear from us, please know that means 

we are hard at work. LCOP has a dedicated call committee team! 

 

We thank you for your patience, understanding, prayer, and support as we all 

are facing the same struggles. Please continue to keep the Call Committee, 

Candidates, and LCOP in your prayers. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

LCOP Call Committee Members 
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LCOP Kids  
 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School is not meeting due to the 

COVID-19 social distancing.    
 

 
 

 
Barlow Little Palms Preschool 

Contact us at 727-784-9700 or  

Email: barloweducation@yahoo.com 
 

Our preschool accepts children from 2 – 5 years old. 

VPK is free from 8:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 

 

We are not meeting but will return to full strength once the COVID-19 

social distancing requirement is rescinded. 
 

 

Mark your calendars for:  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

Summer will be here before we know it and so is 

LCOP’s Vacation Bible School.  

The dates for this year’s VBS have been scheduled for 

June 1 through June 5 from 9:00 a.m. until noon. We 

will adjust the dates if necessary due to COVID-19. 

We will accept students from ages 3 years to 5th grade. 

We will be working closely with Barlow Little Palms Preschool. While there is 

no charge for the kids a ―free will donation‖ will be greatly appreciated. We are 

also looking for adult and teen volunteers to assist and make this a great 

experience for the children of our church and community.  

If you are interested or would like more information, please feel free to contact 

Mallory Clark at clarkma678@gmail.com.  

Thank you for your prayers and support.  

mailto:clarkma678@gmail.com
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Wednesday evening Bible Class will resume when we 
can once again gather together after Easter.  After 
speaking with several class members, we are going to 
continue the study of Luke by moving into the book of 
Acts.  It is an exciting story that reflects the power of the 
Holy Spirit.  We will learn how the disciples of our risen 
lord laid the foundation of the church.  
 

 
 
 

 PRAYER PARTNERS 

 

We have been together in prayer so many times recently, 

privileged to share in special times within other’s lives, and I 

find it a humbling experience. To be called upon to join in 

thought and prayer for those we love and care for as well as so 

many others unknown to us, is a true blessing to all. We are 

not only doing what our Lord has commanded us to do, we are 

growing together as a strong unit of love and caring.  In a sometimes 

disconnected world, where we are all looking for solace and a feeling of 

belonging, prayer sharing is a pretty good place to start. Thanks to all for quick 

responses, for being available and for being the fine examples of Christianity 

you are! Anyone caring to join us, my number is in the Membership 

Directory...I only need your e-mail address. 

Blessings all,   

Joan Holmes 
 

 

Your items for the Month of May NEWSLETTER are due by Friday, April 24
th

   

Please email your articles / announcements to the church email address: 

LCOPoffice@gmail.com 

 

Our Webpages for our Church and Preschool: 

See the latest information at: www.lutheranchurchofthepalms.org 

and 

www.palmharborpreschool.com  

mailto:LCOPoffice@gmail.com
http://www.lutheranchurchofthepalms.org/
http://www.palmharborpreschool.com/
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WORSHIP & MUSIC 

 

It’s still possible! 
 

O.K.  We know we are asked to give up something for Lent, but give up the 

warm fellowship of worshipping with our brothers and sisters in Christ? Sure, 

we were willing to do an elbow bump instead of the handshake in the sharing 

of the peace but give up the new, forgiven life in the sacrament?  Give up the 

palm waving and Easter lilies and powerful hymns and organ music and the 

choir and the bells and the beauty of our sanctuary esp. the joyful art in the 

stained glass?  
 

We, as citizens of the world and not just America, are being asked to return to a 

time similar to W.W.II in Great Britain.  They, too, were asked to ―shelter in 

place‖ because of the horrendous Blitzkrieg but they weren’t asked to do it 

alone.  Instead, as neighbors in terror, they ministered to one another in 

neighborhood shelters. Have any of us known such unsettling, frightening, 

uncertain times? 
 

What my mind thinks of are the days of the early church---the church in the 

first chapters in Luke’s Book of Acts.  ―They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer…All believers were together and had everything in common. They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need…They broke bread 

in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 

enjoying the favor of all the people.  AND the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved.‖ 
 

They met, perhaps only in groups of 10, in the courtyard of their small homes! 

In the courtyard their prayers and joy and hymn singing (not all were in tune!) 

and their spirit was beheld in the community. They became ―little Christs‖ to 

their neighbors.  For the first three centuries this was the church!  They met 

often in challenge to the social order of the day…often in defiance of Roman  
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law or Jewish recrimination.  And because of their small size, house churches 

maintained a family-like atmosphere and practiced deep, caring love in 

personal and profound ways. And the flame of faith spread! 
 

If it is our lot to cancel Easter services, it doesn’t mean Easter worship is 

canceled! Meet with a group of friends.  Take advantage of our Florida weather 

and gather outside.  Read and reflect on the lessons for Easter (Jeremiah 31:1-

6—a joyful reflection on God’s saving love that will come after great trial);  

Psalm 118: 1-2 and 14-24 (picture believers in those small early house 

churches rejoicing in the newness of Christ’s resurrection); and take your 

pick…read either John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 OR read both and together 

reflect on the good news of the gospels and how they are the same or how they 

differ.  Sing with gusto even if it’s not in tune, ―Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; 

Alleluia, Christians hasten on your way, Alleluia! Offer praise with love 

replete, Alleluia! At the Paschal victim’s feet, Alleluia! Reflect on how the 

words, written in 1050, were unknowingly influenced by those house church 

gatherings. 
 

We don’t know how long or how short this shelter in place will be in place but 

become aware of the cathedral of nature that is far greater than a local church 

building. Realize the wisdom of faith that comes in perhaps faltering words and 

yet can be more uplifting and personal that a liturgy that did not confine the 

early church.  Celebrate Luther’s priesthood of all believers and claim your role 

in ministry and leadership. Jesus isn’t sheltered in place but is alive, through 

the Holy Spirit in all our gatherings and meditations and tuneless singing and 

heartfelt prayers.  Lent will soon be over and wherever we are we can still 

shout the truth ―CHRIST IS RISEN!  HE IS RISEN, INDEED!‖ 
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 The Congregation Care Committee Are you looking for an easy way to 

help others in need?  We are looking for 3 or 4 to give a couple of hours a 

week on a regular basis, to help across the street at FEAST. Contact Jean 

Minkin, minkin4178@bellsouth.net or Genie Anderson, 

genieande6@gmail.com. The day and time is undecided depending on when 

you are available and when we will no longer be social distancing. 

 
 Socks Box and Undie Sunday - We will continue collecting the socks and 

underwear (adult sizes) for 3 Sundays once we are all healthy and able to 

come to church.  We have a good start and the needs will still be there once 

life resumes in some form of normal. We just ask that everyone stay at home 

healthy. 

 

 The Sewing Group will resume our regular meeting when it is safe for us to 

gather.  In the meantime let’s think about the joy that the quilts we make 

give to others. One of my favorite words for a quilt is ―Comforter‖.  God 

desires to comfort us in our every need.  He sent the Holy Spirit to surround 

us with comfort when we experience sickness or walk through uncertain 

times.  The bible says ―And I will pray the Father, and 

he shall give you another Comforter that he may abide 

with you for ever.‖ (John 14:16 NIV)  God’s comfort is 

as close as our quilts.  I like to think of my quilt as a 

hug from God.  I hope everyone is able to find some 

time to do something to grow in knowledge of the 

LOVE of GOD.  We will be back to sewing and will 

have even more quilts to comfort and reflect the 

presence of the Spirit. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

 

The Stewardship Committee meeting will be rescheduled 

after the COVID-19 social distancing order is rescinded. 

All are invited to attend when we gather again. 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
 

The Evangelism Committee meeting will be rescheduled after the 

COVID-19 social distancing order is rescinded. 

All are invited to attend when we gather again. 

 
 
Only if the COVID-19 social distancing order is rescinded: 
 
     2020 April Ushers    
 
FIRST SUNDAY, APRIL 5 PALM SUNDAY   
Dennis and Ann Childs 
Michael and George Scheipner 
 
SECOND SUNDAY, APRIL 12 EASTER 
Scott Bauch and Bob Roselund 
Derick and Violet Rupnaraine 
 
THIRD SUNDAY, APRIL 19 
Evelyn Keenan and Mel Minkin 
John and Karen Skiratko 
 
FOURTH SUNDAY, APRIL 26 
Dot Hadlock and Trude Gustafson 
Debbie Hadlock and Becky Newell 
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 April 2020  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

We keep each other and our world in prayer as 
we deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

1  
 
 
 

2 
 

 

 

3  
  

4 

5  
Palm 

Sunday  
 

 

Worship  Online 

 

 

6 
 

 

 

 
 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8  
 

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Worship Online 

 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Good Friday 

Worship Online 

 

11 
 

12  

 
 

Easter Sunday 
Worship Online 

 

13  
 

 

 

 

14 
 

  

 

 

 

 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

 

 

 

 
 

17 
 
 
 
 

18 

 

19  
 

Worship Online 

 

 

20 
 
 

 

 

21 
 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

24 
 
 

May 

2020  

 

Newsletter 

items are due 

today! 

25 
 

 

26  
 

Worship Online 

 

 

27 28 
 

 

29 
 

30 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Lutheran Church of the Palms 

2250 Nebraska Avenue  

Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

727-784-4119 
 

Worship Services: Online Only for now. 

www.lutheranchurchofthepalms.org 

Email: LCOPoffice@gmail.com 


