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HAPPENINGS at the PALMS 

 

 

As we move on to a new year and the next step in the Call 

Process, I want to applaud all that we have done together 

this past year and half that I have served as your part-time 

Interim Pastor.  But at the same time, I want to draw your attention to how much more 

might have been accomplished if you had had a full-time pastor.  For the most part, things 

have gone well.  The day to day administration of the church continues, shut-ins and 

hospital visits are made, Sunday Worship and chapel happen, children are baptized, we 

have received new members, and our ministries continue to serve our members and people 

in our community and around the world. 

All this might lead to the question:  If we continue to function with a part-time pastor, why 

do we need to call a full-time pastor?  Let me tell you what I am not doing.  I could be 

doing a lot more long-range planning with Council.  I am not representing LCoP in the 

Palm Harbor Community.  I am not involved in any ecumenical activities building 

relationships with people from local faith communities.  I am not serving on any Florida 

Bahamas Synod committees which is part of LCoP’s commitment to the larger church.  I 

am not putting down roots in the community so that I can reach out effectively to 

prospective new members.  I am not involved in any continuing education which can work 

for now but in the long run makes for stale ministers.  I am not helping to sustain or build 

any cooperative community ministries.  These are just a few of the things that you can 

expect a full-time pastor to do. 

I know that when I was a full-time-called pastor being a Police Chaplain opened doors for 

my parish, serving on a Synod committee kept me to be more connected with the wider 

church, engaging in regular continuing education kept me fresh and brought new ideas to 

the congregation, having roots in the community meant I could do as much pastoral care at 

the local grocery store as in my office, and supporting our local ecumenical endeavors 

extended and made more effective the ministries of the congregation. 

A full-time pastor leads to strengthened church, with lots of possibilities; whereas, a part-

time pastor eventually leads to closure with no possibilities.  Please continue to pray that 

God sends LCoP the pastor it needs and resolve to support a full-time ministry with your 

time, talent, and treasure.  

       

 Blessings, Pr. Marge  



Lutheran Church of the Palms – January 2020 Newsletter - Page 2 of 15 

 

 

LCOP Annual Meeting on January 26, 2020  

after the 10:00 a.m. Sunday Service! 
 

 

 

 

Your articles, announcements, and meeting dates for the  

Month of February NEWSLETTER are due by Friday, January 24th 

Please email your articles / announcements to the church email address: 

LCOPoffice@gmail.com 
 

Webpages for our Church and Preschool: 

See the latest information at:  

www.lutheranchurchofthepalms.org 

and 

www.palmharborpreschool.com  

mailto:LCOPoffice@gmail.com
http://www.lutheranchurchofthepalms.org/
http://www.palmharborpreschool.com/
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LCOP Kids  
 

 

Children’s Sunday School meets at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall   
 

 
 

 
Barlow Little Palms Preschool 

Contact us at 727-784-9700 or  

Email: barloweducation@yahoo.com 
 

Our preschool accepts children from 2 – 5 years old. 

VPK is free from 8:45 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 
 

 

 

 PRAYER PARTNERS 

 

Pease remember to tell your friends that all people are welcome to ask 

for our prayers. There is a black mailbox at the front entry to the 

church to accept those requests and they will be happily added to our 

supplications to the Lord. And Thank You! 

 
 

 

 

 

Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
We continue our study of the Gospel of Luke on 
January 8th. Come join us. 
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Endowment Committee 

Lutheran Church of the Palms has been blessed over the 

years with an active and generous congregation that has 

always given back to the community.  In August of 

2006 we expanded our stewardship options to include 

our Mission Endowment Fund. Our congregation 

determined that the Mission Endowment Fund would 

have a permanent life and would be viewed as a 

perpetual asset to be protected, grown and distributed in perpetuity.   

Every January, with Council approval, we make five gifts, distributed to special ministries 

and community outreach programs.  Annual gifts are based on a formula where a 5% 

distribution of the average of last three-year balances in the Endowment Fund is equally 

divided into five gifts.   Since inception, the Endowment Fund has received seven 

donations from congregation members and has distributed over $50,000 through 2018.   

This Fund enables us to expand our benevolence beyond what we have been able to do in 

the past by making perpetual annual gifts to community outreach and special ministries 

totally separate from traditional weekly offerings.  

Donations to continue the stewardship works of the Mission Endowment Fund can be 

made at any time, in any amount, and the benefits of a donation last forever.  Here are a 

few ways to donate: 

• Cash contribution – celebrate milestones and blessings while you are alive 

• Group Giving – any number of people may jointly give in order to honor or to 

memorialize a loved one 

• Life Insurance – The Endowment Fund can be named as a beneficiary for a portion 

of a death benefit 

•  Bequest in your will – The Endowment Fund may be designated for a specific 

amount or as a residual beneficiary to your Will that is paid after other bequests are 

fulfilled 

• Real Estate, Stocks, Bonds or other Securities 

If you would like further information on how you can be a donor to the gift that keeps on 

giving, speak to a member of the committee:  Don Malott, Larry Langeloh, Marvin Yoch, 

Brie Jones, Ann Brunk, Ellen Colabella & Pastor Marge Neal  
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.  
DID YOU KNOW???   

 

As you receive this newsletter the Christian Church will be in the midst of the 

Twelve Days of Christmas which culminate with the Feast of the Epiphany.  

Like Christmas, Epiphany is a fixed date, January 6. The earliest Epiphany 

reference is found in 361AD.  In years past it was a major day of celebration. 

Now Epiphany often gets overlooked if it does not fall on a Sunday.  That is rather sad because it is a 

glorious day of celebration. 

 

What comes to your mind when you hear the word Epiphany?   

 The Three Kings?  That is the emphasis in the western church.  The Magi followed the star to 

worship the baby King Jesus. The STAR was an epiphany or manifestation of God to the entire world. 

The kings (perhaps astronomers from the what is now Iraq) were chosen by God to reveal salvation in 

Christ for ALL people.  Jews AND Gentiles alike have found favor with God.  

 The Baptism of our Lord?  If that was your answer you are thinking as the Eastern Church does.  

For us in Florida, we think of the grand procession in Tarpon Springs.  Icons, priests, and music lead the 

people from worship to the lake symbolizing the waters of baptism.  There the cross is tossed in the 

waters and the lucky youth who jumps in and retrieves it is the recipient of a year of good luck.  (The 

western church has a different Sunday marked to remember Christ’s baptism.)   

 Do the lovely carols of Epiphany come to your mind?  Bright and Glorious is the Sky comes from 

the Danish church Brightest and Best of the Stars is German and the popular We Three Kings comes from 

England.  

 OR, maybe, what comes to your mind when you hear Epiphany is “Ah! Now we can take down 

the tree.”  Hopefully that isn’t your answer because the epiphany of Christ as our Savior continues 

throughout the year in Matthew’s gospel. 

  

This church year Matthew, a tax collector and a disciple, had a unique emphasis.  He wrote to the Jewish 

audience of his time.  He wanted them to know and accept Christ as Messiah.  He repeatedly alerts his 

readers of the prophecies that have been fulfilled in Jesus.  His is the only gospel that begins with a 

genealogy of JOSEPH, not Mary as in Luke.  He lists 5 women in that genealogy which traditionally only 

listed male forebears. One of those women was a prostitute! How’s that for the inclusivity of our God!?  

He is the only writer who gives us the story of the wisemen.  All this is to emphasize that all people are 

part of the kingdom of God. 

 

And, for our Palm Harbor community, when we think of Epiphany, we hopefully now also think of our 

annual choir concert on Sunday, Jan. 5, 3pm.    Linda Lund has again worked with such dedicated spirit. 

We are blessed by her talents as she teaches us the faith through the great music of Buxtehude, Kunau and 

J.S. Bach. And the choir is now fluent in German (lol). 

 

The Epiphany Star, the Wisemen who represent the universality of Christ’s love, Matthew’s Gospel that 

lifts us out of our limited vision, and the glorious music from our faith.  May all of these Epiphany 

manifestations help us during the dark days of our history to still look to the skies and follow the star, 

God’s reminder that we are not alone. Immanuel!  God With Us! 
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Thanks to all the donations of fabric and sheets, we 

are able to help many people stay warm this winter.  

We had 167 quilts in the sanctuary to be blessed on 

Dec. 1. 

In addition to the regular size quilts and baby quilts, 

we are also making prayer quilts.  This year we 

made 8 and all have been blessed and given to 

members that we have and continue praying for.  Of 

the quilts made, we gave 10 to Rez House, 10 to 

Pinellas Hope, 10 to Wellness Ministries, 10 to the 

R.O.P.E. Center and 10 to the Guardian ad Litem 

program.  We have 82 boxed and ready to go to 

Lutheran World Relief, the remainder were sold.  

The proceeds will be used to purchase needed supplies.  A donation to Lutheran World 

Relief for $500 was sent and due to a generous donor, our gift will be matched.  We also 

purchase the communion wine for the church. 

So you can see we all work together to touch many lives.   

Thank you everyone for your contribution to this mission. 

We meet on Tuesday mornings from 9:30 to noon. All are welcome. 

 

 
 

 

Women’s Breakfast in the New Year! 

Please plan to join us in the Fellowship Hall for the 

next Woman’s Breakfast on Saturday, January 18, from 

9:00 to 10:30.  We’ll enjoy a delicious breakfast and 

warm fellowship while we assemble individual snack 

kits for the LCOP Give-Away Day on January 25. 

Please consider bringing a donation of individual snack items (many found at the 

Dollar Tree) ~ such as peanut butter or cheese crackers, pudding, applesauce, 

Vienna sausages, juice boxes, single-use hand wipes.  We will be assembling 

these items in zip lock bags. 

Sign-up sheets will be available soon in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall. 
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Social Ministry News 

 

The generosity of our church family truly is amazing, as I realize how much food was 

taken to FEAST during November.  The Thanksgiving Turkey and Trimmings Drive was 

very successful.  We delivered 44 turkeys and over 60 bags of groceries.  As the 

coordinator of this mission, I also thank you for your donations. 
 

The Christmas Giving Tree once filled with envelopes for needy families of Pasco as 

well as ornaments for ELCA Good Gifts, is once again empty.  Mary Sandvik, of 

Pasco Kids First, picked up all the wrapped gifts that filled the narthex, to deliver to 

the families that will now have a delightful Christmas, thanks to your giving.  By 

making the donation to ELCA Good Gifts, we are improving the quality of lives for 

families.  Your gift carries God’s love to others, making a difference in their lives. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
STEWARDSHIP 

 

The Stewardship Committee meets monthly. 

All are invited to attend. 

 
  
 

 
 
 

 
The Evangelism Committee meets monthly. 

All are invited to attend. 
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Give Away Day 

January 25, 2020 

9:00am – 1:00pm 

Lutheran Church of the Palms 

2250 Nebraska Avenue, Palm Harbor 

Give Away Day at Lutheran Church of the Palms 
will be here before we know it. What better way 
to give back to those in need in our community! 

We cannot stress enough the importance that 
items be clean and unbroken. We do not want 
items that are stained, have missing parts, holes 
or are broken.  

Please look over your items before bringing them to church.  

We are giving plenty of notice so when doing your Fall/Winter cleaning this year, please 
save those items to make our Give Away Day fabulous!  

 We will be collecting items January 22nd – 23rd from 4:30 - 7:00pm 

January 24th from 1:00 - 4:30pm 

How else can you help? Volunteers are needed on these days to organize and setup. 
Volunteers are also needed on the Giveaway Day itself from 8:30 am - 2:00 pm. If you 
brought in tables for use on the Giveaway Day in the past, we can use them again. Please 
bring them on Tuesday, January 21 beginning at 4:30 pm. 

Contact Becky Newell or Debbie Hadlock for more information – 727-232-2436 

Email: Becky – rkmarietta@yahoo.com 

            Debbie – debbiehadlock@yahoo.com 

 Start saving bags  

 We will take anything you have to offer: clothes, shoes, coats, dishes, small 

appliances, personal care items, nonperishable food, camping gear, blankets, bed 

spreads, pictures/frames, small shelves, table, lamps, school supplies, toys, 

games…etc. 

 We will not be collecting books this year.  

mailto:rkmarietta@yahoo.com
mailto:debbiehadlock@yahoo.com
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From the E-Spirit Newsletter of the Florida-Bahamas Synod: 
 

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME in Panama City 
 
We are seeking individuals and groups of up to 25 to donate their 
time to families recovering from Hurricane Michael. Weekly and 
single day events can be coordinated. Projects assigned as skill 

levels are identified. Opportunities to include; hanging and finishing drywall, 
paint, carpentry, installing windows, flooring and cabinetry, light plumbing and 
electrical. 
 
Volunteer camp site is hosted by the Messiah Lutheran Church in Panama City. 
Based on availability for groups up to 14 persons. The cost is $10 per person per 
night not including meals. 
 
TO VOLUNTEER CONTACT Kim Hopkins 
Email: Kimh@fbs.org 
 
For information call 
Kim (850) 319-2686 
 

 

 

VA – Bay Pines 
 

LCOP for the holidays delivered 16 boxes of donated items 

to the VA Bay Pines (estimated value $600.00). Included 

was clothing, underwear, socks, sandles, blankets, sweaters, 

toiletries (including dental items), books, magazines, 

stationery, games, puzzles, calendars, and greeting cards. 

Also, included for the first time, were 3 boxes of snack foods (i.e., peanut 

butter and cheese crackers, etc.). 

In addition we received $100.00 in gift cards (donor wishes to remain 

anonymous). 

I would like to thank all my helpers who sorted, labled, packed, sealed, and 

loaded boxes into my SUV. They are: Orlo and Cheryl Austin, Gwen Bartles, 

and Judy Clark. 

Thanks for your generous gifts. 

Len Fruehwald 
VA-Outreach  

mailto:Kimh@fbs.org
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LCOP January USHERS 

 
 

FIRST SUNDAY, January 5th  
Dennis & Ann Childs 

Larry Langeloh & Mike Scheipner 
 

SECOND SUNDAY, January 12th  
Scott Bauch & Bob Roselund 
Derick & Violet Rupnaraine 

 
THIRD SUNDAY, January 19th  
Mel Minkin & Evelyn Keenan 

John & Karen Skiratko 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY, January 26th  
Dot Hadlock & Trude Gustafson 
Debbie Hadlock & Becky Newell 

 
 

*** Welcome 2020 *** 
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 January 2020  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

Children’s Dance 

Class meets on 

Mondays at 5:30pm 

when preschool is 

in session 

(Fellowship Hall) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Closed  

all week → 

1  

 
 

Church Office 

Closed 

2  
 
 
 

 

 

Bells 6:15pm  

Choir 7:15pm. 

3 
 
 

 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

5 
10am Sunday School 

10am Worship 

11am Fellowship 

6:30pm Al-Anon -   

Beginners Meeting 

7:00pm Al-Anon - 

Regular Meeting 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Preschool Closed  

7   
 

9:30am Sewing Group 
  

 
 

. 

8   
 

 

10am Finance 

Committee Meeting 

 

 

6:30pm Bible Study 

9 
 

 

 
 

 

Bells 6:15pm  

Choir 7:15pm. 

10  
 

 

11 
 

 

12 
10am Sunday School 

10am Worship  

11am Fellowship 

11:30 Worship 

Committee Mtg. 

6:30pm Al-Anon -   

Beginners Meeting 

7:00pm Al-Anon - 

Regular Meeting 

13 
 

 

 
 

 

 

14 
 

9:30am Sewing Group  

 

 

 

6pm Preschool Board 

 

15  
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Bible Study 

16 

 

 

 

 

Bells 6:15pm  

Choir 7:15pm. 

17 18 

 

9:30 a.m. 

Women’s 

Breakfast 
 

 

 

19  
10am Sunday School 

10am Worship  

11am Fellowship 

6:30pm Al-Anon -   

Beginners Meeting 

7:00pm Al-Anon - 

Regular Meeting 

20  
MLK Jr. Holiday 

 

 

 

4pm Men in Action 

21 
 

9:30am Sewing Group  

 

 

 

6pm Council Meeting 

22 
 

 

 

 

6:30pm Bible Study 

23 
 

 

 

 

Bells 6:15pm  

Choir 7:15pm 

24 
 

February 

Newsletter items 

are due today! 

 

25 

9:00 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m. 

Give Away 

Day 

26 
10am Sunday School 
10am Worship  

11am LCOP 

Annual Meeting 

6:30pm Al-Anon -   

Beginners Meeting 

7:00pm Al-Anon - 

Regular Meeting 

27 
 
 

 

 

 

28 
 

9:30am Sewing Group  

 

29 
 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Bible Study 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

Bells 6:15pm  

Choir 7:15pm 

31 
 

 

Lutheran Church of the Palms  

2250 Nebraska Avenue, Palm Harbor, FL 34683 

727-784-4119 

 

Sunday Service: 10:00 a.m. 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

www.lutheranchurchofthepalms.org 

Email: LCOPoffice@gmail.com 


